
Climate as a Driver of Labor Migration 
 
 
Heat, drought and extreme weather events disrupt livelihoods, especially in rural areas, 
inducing migration to cities and across borders. In this session I will explore drivers of 
climate-induced labor migration, contributions of labor migrants and migration, risks and 
challenges, and policy needs.  I will draw examples from my own research to explain 
these drivers and to present approaches to protecting the health, well-being, and rights 
of those who migrate for work. I will compare the U.S. experience to that of other 
receiving countries 
 


