
09:15-10:00 Registration & Coffee

10:00-10:10 Welcome and greetings

10:10-10:20 In Memoriam - Prof. Gad Galili

10:20-11:20 Session 1: Metabolic and Chemical Innovations in Plant Defense and Quality

10:20-10:35 Boaz Negin, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Catechol acetylglucose: A newly identified benzoxazinoid-regulated defensive 
metabolite in maize

10:35-10:50 Anshu Prajapati, Ben Gurion University of the Negev

Enhancing barley nutritional quality for sustainable agriculture through 
genome editing of lysine metabolism

10:50-11:05 Naomi Nevo, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Rethinking the role of photorespiration: Does photorespiration determine 
nitrogen use efficiency in different plant species?

11:05-11:20 Danny Minahan, Tel Aviv University

Anemone flowers exposed to pollinator sounds grow larger, flower longer, and 
show distinct patterns of metabolism

11:20-12:00 Coffee break & Poster session

12:00-13:15 Session 2: Unraveling Plant Signaling and Cellular Mechanisms

12:00-12:15 Ifat Goldstein, Tel Aviv University

The role of targeted protein degradation in governing the plant rehydration 
response following drought

12:15-12:30 Yaara Cohen, Tel Aviv University

I heard it through the grapevine: B1,3-GLUCANASE2 is the broadband of 
reactive oxygen species intercellular communication

12:30-12:45 Asha Sastya, Ben Gurion University of the Negev

Compartment-specific ROS dynamics in Arabidopsis thaliana under abiotic 
stress using a novel genetically-encoded biosensor

12:45-13:00 Pradeep Kumar Pathak, Agricultural Research Organization - Volcani Institute

ATG8 interacts with ethylene-producing enzymes to regulate ethylene 
production

13:00-13:15 Vikas Dwivedi, Agricultural Research Organization - Volcani Institute, The Hebrew 
University of Jerusalem

Myosin XI-K is regulated by phosphorylation

13:15-13:35 Flash Poster Talks

13:35-15:15 Lunch break & Poster Session

15:15-16:45 Session 3: Genetic Regulation of Plant Development and Stress Responses

15:15-15:30 Alexandra Keren, Agricultural Research Organization - Volcani Institute

Tomato BLH1 genes regulate fruit firmness through control of pectin 
degradation

15:30-15:45 Guy Polturak, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem

Genomics-driven Discovery of novel chemical defenses in cereal crops

15:45-16:00 Hitaishi Khandal, Technion – Israel Institute of Technology

Root growth and branching are enabled by brassinosteroid-regulated growth 
anisotropy and carbon allocation

16:00-16:15 Hagai Cohen, Agricultural Research Organization - Volcani Institute

Exocarp-specific expression of a fungal cutinase in tomato fruits alters cuticle 
ultrastructure, chemistry and nanomechanics

16:15-16:30 Evgenii Potapenko, MIGAL Galilee Research Institute

Genome size variation is attributed to adaptive transposable elements purging 
efficiency

16:30-16:45 Yoav Voichek, Weizmann Institute of Science

Widespread position-dependent transcriptional regulatory sequences in plants

16:45-17:00 Closing remarks & awarding the Gad Galili poster prizes
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