Providing Health Services in a Fragile Economic Environment
Affected by Climatic Disasters: A Case Study of Neno District,
Malawi

Globally, the frequency of disasters induced by climate change is increasing. Cyclones, floods,
droughts, earthquakes and heatwaves are stories of the day. These disasters cause enormous
damage, including loss of life and property, and affect countries with a fragile economic

environment that cannot respond or establish an early warning system.

In addition, these disasters disrupt health services due to damage to roads and other
infrastructures. Over the past two decades, Malawi has experienced an increase in cyclones
resulting in floods, with the southern part of the country being hit hard. Given that Malawi is an
agricultural based economy, drought or flooding has serious implications for the food and

livelihoods of its citizens.

Furthermore, these disasters have resulted in health service disruption, the re-emergence of
diseases such as cholera, and an increase in Malaria prevalence. Neno, a district in the Southern
part of Malawi, where Partners In Health accompanies the Government of Malawi, has not been
spared from these catastrophic climate-induced disasters. Therefore, experiences and responses
to these climate-related shocks in southern Malawi will be shared to help make populations in
similar settings more resilient and to demonstrate that climate-resilient health systems are

necessary for global health.



